Another Day

Biblical reflections for busy teachers

What Jesus didn’t do at the wedding in Cana

“On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there,
and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.”
John 2:1-2

Everyone loves a good wedding. Well, almost everyone! And in Cana, Galilee the celebrations
may well have lasted a week. No wonder they ran out of wine. It would have been a challenge
for a family of moderate income to meet the needs of the revellers, even in a society where
binge drinking was probably unknown.

Jesus and the 12 disciples had been invited, maybe because of his mother, who might have had
some hand in the catering and who at least found the lack of wine an uncomfortable challenge
that needed a radical solution. Of course, we don't know if she realised how radical the outcome
was to become, because the gospel writer makes it clear this was Jesus’ first miracle.

Sharing wedding stories is still a contemporary pastime. The dress, the bridesmaids, photos and
speeches, the meal, who was there and who wasn't, together with the alcohol available and the
impact it had, on at least some of the guests. Who can forget the films Four Weddings and a
Funeral or My Bjg Fat Greek Wedding?

No-one’s story can outshine the couple at the wedding of all time in Cana. It's a shame we don't
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Yet this I call to mind and therefore | have hope: Because of the LORD'’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions
never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:21-23



