Another Day

Biblical reflections for busy teachers

The ‘Who?’ Question

“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house
and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions
went to look for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed, ‘Everyone is
looking for you!’” Mark 1:35-37

The Greek adverb euthus (‘immediately’/’at once’/'straightway”) occurs about forty times
in the sixteen relatively short chapters of Mark’s Gospel. In this way and others, his fast-
moving narrative presents us with a picture of Jesus as a person of action. This
cameraman of the gospel writers takes us swiftly from scene to scene where Jesus is
shown teaching or performing miracles, but here in these verses he also records how
Jesus prayed in a solitary place early in the morning. Were not such times the wellspring
of his action?

Our times on our own away from the action of the classroom are often filled with
marking and preparation. We know from experience that there is a strong correlation
between the time and effort spent in preparation of the material for the lesson and how
clearly and effectively it comes across to our pupils.

However, in focussing exclusively on preparation of lesson material, we may neglect
another aspect of preparation, that of the person whg, is to teach it. We may be so taken
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Yet this I call to mind and therefore | have hope: Because of the LORD'’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions
never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:21-23



